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know whether the maker of the will, who call-| business of life could not go on without it; and 
ed on him to subscribe the same, was acquaint-|though wicked politicians have said that lan- 
ed with his opinions, guage was given to man to disguise his thoughts, 
The witness testified, and indeed it was con-| sound legislators have judged more wisely, that 
ceded, that Mr, Jones, the person: offered as|credit to the testimony of man, is indispensible 
the third subscribing witness te the will, and} for the purpose of justice: however, it may be 
objected to, was a man of good moral charac- | sometimes perverted by wickedness and self- 
ter, steady in his habits, and of such uniform | interest, or abused by wickedness and folly:— 
veracity, that they would give full credit to his| All nations have resorted to human testimony 
assertions of fact at all times, and on all ocea-|as the evidence of truth, and the'most impor- 
sions. It was stated that the Ordinary of the|tant questions of life and death, of liberty and 
District a judicious officer, had under these] property; have been made to depend upon it. 
circumstances rejected his person, as an incom-|The sacred Scriptures, inspired by him, who 
petent witness to prove the will, on account of/ knew what was in the heart of man, have de- 
these opinions, It seems also that a preacher |clared, that out of the mouths of two or three 


ground that the father had made and duly execut-| of some talents, and of uncbjectionable private witnesses, judgment shall be rendered between 
ed his. last will and testament, by which he had| character, had taught the doctrines which this}men. Such evidence mingles in every trans- 
devised the land in question, to his said son Wm. | witness has adopted, and has made a number of| action, in contracts, and all in our daily com- 
Henderson. To this it was replied that the said] proselytes:—So that the question has become/ munication with our race. On a journey, we 
last will was not duly executed so as to pass real| one of public interest. The question of the/receive and follow the instructions of perfect 
estate. competency of this person to be a witness, has| strangers without hesitation, though we know 
Our law: always required three subscribing and| been fully and indeed ingeniously argued; and | not whether they are wise or foolish, good or 
credible witnesses to a will, disposing of real|I am now to decide upon it. It isone of great|bad. We even rely upon the véracity of our 
estate, in order to give effect. Two of the sub- importance to this citizen, and to others who/ most deadly enemies, when they propose a are 
scribing withesses to the will in question, are|think as he does, as well as to the community |or suspension of arms. 
admitted to be competent and credible, and|at large. For, if he and they are excluded] Such being the universal rule, founded on the~ 
have proved the will to have been duly exe-|from giving evidence in Courts of Justice, they | absolute necessity of things, men submit to it: 
cuted. The third subscribing witness, Mr.| would be a proscribed and degraded class; ma-|but endeavor to guard against the abuses to 
Charles Jones, was objected to as incompe-|ny of whose rights might be prostrated. They; which the passions and the vices and the fol- 
tent e alledged ground, that his religious | could not prove their books of account in Court, | lies of their fellow-men may expose them. »The 
ten otyfurpish the sanctions for his-tel-|as merehants?-Phey could actsupport prose*|rule-ofsreason, is, that, all men, in possession 
ling the truth which the law requires, inasmuch | cutions for injuries and violences committed on|of their faculties, are to be admitted and be- 
as he does notbelieve in a future state of re-| their persons, out of sight of other witnesses, | lieved as witnesses:—But caution suggests ex- 
wards and punishments, according to the deeds| Women entertaining these opinions, might be|ceptions, A foolish or weak man may be ad- 
done in the body.” exposed to lawless violations in private, with-| mitted, but less credit will be given to his tes- 
Witnesses were called who attested that|out protection. Murders might be committed|timony, because of his imbecility. A bad man 
thes » were the avowed principles and opinions|on other persons with impunity, in the pre-|may be received to give evidence, but less re- 
of the witness objected to, as well at the time| sence of persons of this excluded and:degraded | liance is placed on it, because of his disregard, 
of sighing the will, as at this time; but, being| cast, and above all, the exclusion of these per-| of virtue, andits sanctions. But a man, whois 
aware 45 wW easily the opinions of men may be|sons from being witnesses, might be the com-| notoriously a violater of truth, will not be be- 
misppy shended,or their principles misrepresen- mencement of a system of exclusions and dis- lieved, even if he testifies the truth, and if that 
ted, ared Mr. Jones permission to state his|tinctions of classes among the citizens, entire-| notoriety be established by a legal conviction 
own 2d on this point, if he should be dispos-|ly at variance, with our liberal ineiations, and| ofa violation of truth, in a court of justice, 
ed. to doso. He expressed perfect willingness, | our republican government. (technically called perjury,) he is entirely ex- 
arid stated, (not on oath) that he believed in] These were the bane of the ancient beaut: cluded from giving evidence, as totally unwor- 
the sbeing "and attributes of God; that he be-|lics, as well as the modern republics of Italy, |thy.of credit, These are some of the precau- 
lieved ‘in the government of the world and of|and engendered those hatreds and civil feuds|tions used by legislators and Courts to guard 
the affairs of man, by the Supreme God: That| which ruined them all—They deeply injured | against the abuses of human testimony. There 
lieved in Jesus Christ and in the Holy | the Swiss republics. are others also—Believing that men, acted up~ 
iyures of the Old and New Testaments:| These evils ought to be avoided, if possible;|on by a strong bias, will too frequently depart 
; “@ peliered God would punish the evil}still, however, the law must govern and guide| from truth; witnesses supposed to be under that 
ar 


i The following is the IMPORTANT DECISION, 
promised in last week’s paper. 
“ From the (Prov.) Christian Telescope. 


Slizab, Fernandiz and Sarah Hall, vs. Wm. Henderson. 
_ InEguity. Union District, Aug. 1827. 
Case of Partition. 


This was a case in which the complainants, 
')' daughters of the late John Henderson, filed their 
bill for the "partition of land of their late father, 
» dying in Union District, to which they claimed 
ht, in common with their brother William 
‘son, the defendant in the suit, as joint 
h him. The partition was resisted on the 


and r the good actions of men; but that every Judge in his decisions. If the rule of| bias, are excluded from giving testimony alto~ - 
* the le of these rewards and punishments law ‘has been solemnly settled, and excludes|gether. By the English rule, adopted by us, 
soft yl take place in this world, and, in this state | such witnesses, the Court is bound to exclude that supposed bias, which excludes, is founded 
f existence, until the sre of God be satis-|them: and should the evils of the exclusion be | on pecuniary interest, Whoever has the smal~ 
Rea: and not at all ina fulure state of existence|so great as to require a legislative remedy, |lest pecuniary interest in a cause, cannot be a..4 
after natural death of man. That evil com-| that will, undoubtedly, be applied.—The argu-| witness in that cause. On the other hand, the | ,, 
menced in this life, and will terminate in this | mentum ad inconvententt, is always best addres: nearest relations and connexions except hus- 
life, and of course the punishment of it. That |sed to that body. Tap band and wife, and the warmest friends may be 
at the resurrection, man will be raised to im-| Let us then examine what the law is on this| witnesses for each other. 'The English rule is 
_ mortality, and the immortal will not-be punish-| point. It is necessary, however, to " some-| surely an imperfect one. Who does not know 
ed for the mortal. Mr. Jones stated that he|what deeper into the question, than what ap-|that thousands of honorable men would give 
believed that every man was bound to speak pears on the surface—andto look into the foun-/| true testimony, though they had thousands of 
the truth on all occasions; and that any devia-| dation of the evidence in human society. pounds, depending on that testimony 4 Who 
tions from truth, would iy punished by the jus-} It is clear that ject of all evidence is|does not know that these very men, acting un- 


tice of God a this world. That he derives the attainment of t d human evidence | der the bias of strong family attachments might i 
be warped from the truth, without theireven +’ 


these opinions from the Scriptures alone—and | j 
that he held them at the time of signing the nd observes the| perceiving or suspecting their departure from . 
will, as well as at this time; but he does not actions of man, i can testify of them, The|it in favor of near and dear relations. Men are . 


oy ee ee? ee a eo er ae 


the sreatest sophists, even when they are hon- S35 necessary to dn oath is am appeal to the | pressly says (p. 43, of Atkins) “My inten- 
estly beguiling their own minds under th= infle- Supreme Being, as thinking him ti i er these people 
ence of the passions. Some nations have ex- falsehood, and the rewarder of truth, This, believed in God and his Pro oa 
claded very near relations from giving testimo-| Lord Hardwicke adds, is not contradicted by a lower down he agrees with Bishop Sanderson, 
By m favor of each other, from a dread of the single writer, Known fo him, except Lord Coke. | “that all that is i 
mifuence of these domestic attechments. And i 


mo Judge of any experience in our country, judgment, as stated in his own notes, there are truth and avenger of falsehood.” 
bat must have seen and lamented the extent fo some particulars which it is 


proper te notice.’ (Fe be cancleded im cer ext} 
winch these attachments carry men im giving He refutes the narrow notion of Lord Coke, | ———e 
evidence; yet the exclusion of relations would that an Infidel, or person who did not believe, Wordle Waivinndie te 
eien shui ont all the means of obtaining truth, in the Christian religion should not be received | 


and they are the most hkely to be the witmes- as a witness; and states that, (even according CORRESPONDENCE wiley 
ses of the transactions of each other. Thus to Lord Coke,) Juramenium wikil alind ext. BETWEEN TWO BROTHERS IX WOBURN.” 
We perceive that & is a most dificuk subject quem Deum ia tesiem tecare; and therefore, | ccs 
to frame a rule perfectly adapted to its own ob- nothing but a belief of a God, and that he will Woburn, Mass. Oct. 6, 1827. © 


| Brother Nathan,—It is our bounden duty to , 


; > - 
in temporal and spiritual things. It seems to. 
om the credit of the Witnesses to be judzed of New Testament, only as th i ile st naka 
irom persona! character. and from the imtelli- and punishments im another world was then ‘us a visit; the reason is best known 
gence and clearness of the testimony. more clearly revealed—the obligation of an our Ged, to whom we must all give a 
After ssyme who may and who may nof be eath became much stronger. In p. 549 he solemn and impartial account of 
witnesses, Lezisistors have provided what ap- says, that such Infidels (if any such there be,)}|the last great and awful Judgment 
peared to be the best means of securing the who do not believe in a God, or if they do, do 
Veraciy of those who are admitted by the sanc-' not believe he will penish ¥ 
tions which were believed te have the most in- or the next, cannot be witnesses, because an fal day of decision and retribution, you 
@eence on the hamen mind. That which has y ti i CY i 
generally been considered as the sanction of the In p. 550 he says, that if an infidel, who be- Lord God of hosts, how we have att 
highest nature, bes been an appeal to the Dei- lieves in God, or that he wi jour duty to Him, to one another, and toa 
ty, for the truth of what the witness testifies. |ish him in this world but does not believe im a! si 


‘ selves: how we hare received, and I 
Thus is evidently founded on the su ion future siafe, be examined on oath (as he thought | and obeyed God’s holy word; whether we hare 
‘eat tee witeess believed in God, and that he ke miz&t.) yet he would net be entitled to the | believed the true doctrines, and practiced the 
is the avencer of flkcho \same decree 


gree of credit, as a christian Witness,|duties it enjoins; whether we have believed’ - 
The Engiish law of evidence at one period who believed that “he shouldbe punished in| and come up to the conditions of the p ses 

i i t in this, i and embraced them; whether we have believed 
<a and stocd in awe of God’s threatenings, which 
Lord Coke certainly laid down the rule to be,| Notwithstanding this great decision, the} will be executed against all the yi i 
Lat 6 nai could not be 2 witness—Coke| question has bee since’ made am, the i = 

mt. 6 bis opinion. ci i€ i i i-|or whether-we bave turned = 
the Judges of a latter period differed, and point-| dence, lays it down that before @ witness is/ voi in hi \ 

3 i The subject however, | sworn, he may be asked whether he believes! away by our own corrupt hearts, and the great 
received the fullest illustration im the arzument | in the existence of a God, im the obligation of | : i 
zad decision im the sreat case of Ganchund v.| an oath, and tm @ future state of rewards and pun-| rebellion, and a dreadful 
Barker. That camse wes heard 50 late as the | ishuraf; and if he does not he cannot be admit-| by our sins. My d 
year 1744 Lord Chancellor Hardwicke was| ted to give evidence; for which he cites Peake’s| smiles of the Lor 
desirous to have the question of evidence sol-| N. Pr. Rep. it. He does not however, distin-| 

3 Lee. Lind, Ganstanee of] guish whethe: the state of future rewards and|amct be the ac 
Lord Chief Justice Lee, Lord Chief Justice punishments is to be in this world or the next;|gaimst those whe are found enemies against 
Willes of the Common Plezs, and Lord Chief or in beth: In the ordinary use of the word it! God and his righteous government. " : 
Bares Parker. twas argued before that able | means im ancther world. In the case —— O, how great is the goodness and merey of. 
tribunal, by Sir Doudly Rider, and Mr. Murray, |son vs. Gridley, New-York Rep. 18, p. 98, it|the Lord towards thi i i Pad 
(Both subsequently Chief Justices.) and by} was decided by Chief Justice Spencer, (who/ fluences of his hely Spirit to so many souls!y = 
ether eminent counsel The Judges and the delivered the opinion of the whole court) that | i i: ri ; 


xistence|ings of the holy Spirit with them, what m 
|they expect but that he will leave them 
(on in the Way to destruction, and plunge them— 
\selves in @ state of desperation eternally, where “@ 
come, and 4 


err YHIA fag sits See ieeeed yee 


i) 
bens | 
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a) 
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to have some concern for the 
soul, and went to the En 1 
now dear Brother, have you lost allthesezood 
impressions? Hive you been led to neglect 


low the Lord Jesus Christ, humbly and si : 
cerely in this life? Have you been led away oo 
unbelief of the sacred scriptures, and by a 
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lhave been led away m this manner, I must|this is 2 reasonable demand, and a rational |deavorimg to do us berm, and thet, at most, 
think you have dangerously grieved God’s ho- course to pursue, unless we have made up our |thew moments ere few im which they can do es 
ly spirit. Ientreat, I beseech you to forsake |minds to become the mere dupes of men, orjany wrongs; and also, that skceld we mduige 
all sin, and all evil company, and practice all the ignorant defenders of some peculiar sect_ {a disposition to imjere them im return, car time 
known duty, and come to the dear Saviour,|—-Hoping you will shew this to Mr. Ben-jis short in which to do this gricvous work, or 
Jesus Christ, the only way, the truth, and the |neit, and urge his compliance with #, I am/im which they cam suffer #s efiect, we should, 


life; and be entreated to leave all wicked com- | your affectionate and faithfa! brother. without dowbt, moderate our spirits, cool our 

a Soar love and keep the company of God’s | Naruas Ricuazpses. anger, and think & wise to edd no more to evii= 
children. ME. GILBERT RICHARDSON. already sricveus. 

be Signed. Gierer Ricnazpsos. By this useful knowledze, of om ap 


Rewsess ox Eccississres 1X 5. ‘ace to arrange our temporal comcerms mm 


: ME. NATHAN RICHARDSON. 


= REPLY: Ls ay i hall dic - bud the | UTE 2 Manner 2s may best serve the convens™ 
Brother,—Yours of October 6th, I ae —_ é : é lience of those whom we lore, and iis whom # 
kaw! 2 : dead know moi ang thing, nedher howe they omy - d ee = ae 
‘ og = perfectly agree with you more g reward; jor the memory of them 3 for- me i ts ite ginal tam 
that it is our duty to take all the deep interesi gotten.” . {power we be so UnWise BD 
i inoniti =e, 


fer one another which you mentioned in your ee 2 = Bag ‘, : = 
letter...I you my cordial thanks for! _!- As it is evidest that the divine Being likely ive -us paimful reficctons when we 
you masilesl of thin, and es a Brother am (gives us no knowledze, but such as may tend shall find & impossible to rectify the mistake. 
fo return you the same expression of in-|'© 06 profit, we infer that it ss beneficial to the | On the contrary, 2 wise regard to the duty kere 
and kindness. Your whole letter, pro-| living to know thai they shall dic. If this | suggested will not fail to administer to us com- 
on the ground that you are right and I Emowledge had not been necessary, the wise fortm our last momesis, and to bless our com- 
, in my religious creed; and on ac- | director of all our interesis would not have im mexions afier we are gone. 
which my state is hopeles, if I contin-|P@tted it tous. He could bave constitated us| If more than an ordimary share of misfortunes, 
my present faith. But, my dear brother, , ™ortal 2s we are, could have removed us from §s allotted us, if we are imclosed with the dk af 
me affectionately to ask, ist. What is | ‘his state of existence by the same process of life, and clouds of adversity darken the borizen 
your leiter to convince me. or any oth- | dissolution to ey ae subject, and around us; if called to imger wah pain cad 
that I am im an error, or that your Je, 1 Some way © We may uct be able to ssckness, end to encounter the inconveniences 
is scriptural ? Your whole letter is| devise, permitted us to live, while we do live, of poverty; if we compare this our sad comds- 
up of that kind of language which every Isensible of our mortal end. But it is for our tion with that enjoyed by those who are pros 
child can soon get by rote, who attends a few g00d that we are possessed-of the Knowledge pered im all that the beart desires, and f mar- 
of your religious meetings. No direct appeal thal we must soon Cie. R ¢ | @ammgs bezm to arise m oar hearts, we need 
is made to the Bible in your whole letter. The| This knowledge is salutary im that tt operates only to realize that death i: near and & the 
scripture phrases you introduced, do not ap- to check eur desires of wealth. These de-|end of cur suffermgs and of all distusctions =- 
péar to be used as a man would use them who ies, indulged to 2 degree, are beneficial — mong men. 
reads much of his Bible, or studies it to know | Without them we should net empley those, 2. The opinion that the dead know mandely 
what is the will of God in the places from ™€2ns which are necessary fo procure a com-/ more than the livms, thei they are capable = 
ssuct phrases are taken. | fortable living im the world; bat when indulged fr sreater enjoymenis, and sabject to zrester 
nit me to ask you my dear broth-|' excess, they desirey our own peace, rob ssGernmes, seems to be corrected by our text. 
pu ever taken pains to read, examine | fellow creatures of theirs, and violate the “The dezd know mot any thing.” And tk= 2- 
e, either your own faith or mine by |!aw of moral equity, by mjastice dome te others. | grees wath the followmg context; “Alo ther 
lf we expected fo live here forever and to en-jleve, and them hatred, and them cary, © soe 


Will you affirm that you have spent as many Su : ; agra = = = 

hours and evenings at your bible, as you have | those prespects, which, in room of adding any /level. And im a few momenis more they will 
pe at meeting to learn your present creed? /thing to cur enjoyment, tend to destroy our/ be so aga. 

os dare you say you have no prejudice in| 


cab 


ou even w be willing to give them a! = - 5 
ils coveted poreasi? Do you | laurels; when worldly honors fasten oa car |tauzht by Moses, according to the words ef tke 


ey your brotheriy affection and We are dust, 2 recollection of the fact that we fect, the text, im room of opposng the docirie 
< = charity, if this is either candid or |shall soon die, will serve to repress such vain |of the resurrection, proves Rs necessity; for Hf 
ris ke? Is this “proving all. things and |@5piriags, and to bring us home to ourselves, /25 bas been sapposed, the dead are capable of 


ersé free is feand_ jmo necessity of 2reserrecuen. On reviewme 
as a-brother would admonish you in hen the bitier YY, With which we offen the common opmiva, on ikis sebject, # seems 
and consider what you are about. | meet in Society, so our hearts as to/2 question, how cur dectors have smied 
or ought you, to make a christian of render us like those from whom we receive in-| themselves, that the dead, betore they are r= 
ach a course of conduct? jJames; and enkindles in our bosoms the dan-/ed inte that state which BS promised m@ the re- 

onc make you this fair and rea- 3© fire of revenge; when thus incited, we |surrection, are capable of Knowme far more 
sonable proposal: Let Mr. Bennett, or any are meditating ways and means to eect some | then while living, and ake of enjoymg and sat 
minister in your order, come forward to/cruel act of retaliation, a recurrence to the| fering te degrees es increased as & thew mow 
the doctrine of Endless Misery from the known fact, that both we abd our enemies mest! ledee. lf sack were the state of the dead what 


cannet be fairly | die, has a effect in imme | necessity could thear be af a resarrection irom 
I pledge wysell 1 |thNexperity 
of defence phi 


ndon their system as incapable of defence.|ries. If we duly ) = 
ee ee en- In them we have no account of the dead that 


q = * = 5 ; sak inn 3 ° 
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they know any aie or that iy enjoy or 
suffer any thing. We have accounts of sever- 
al who were raised from the dead; but we have 
no account of a sentient state in which they 
have been either happy or miserable during 
the time they remained without life. Jesus 
raised Lazarus, who had been dead four days; 
but no account is given concerning what he 
experienced during these four days. If he 
knew more then than he ever did while living, 
why was not this fund of knowledge brought 
_with him when he returned to life? and why 

as it not communicated for the information of 
the living, and especially for the support of 
this common opinion, that the dead know more 
than the living, that they are capable of enjoy- 
ing and of suffering more thanthe living? Be- 
fore the Saviour was crucified he several times 
informed his disciples that the event was ap- 
proaching; and he also informed them that he 
should arise from the dead the third day after 
his death; but he never told them what would 
be his employment: during the time his body 
should remain in death. Nor did he, after his 
resurrection, ever inform them, that, during 
the sleep of death, he had been in a sentient 
state, actively employed among spirits in the 
invisible world. It seems furthermore worthy 
of notice, that Jesus, who certainly was ac- 
quainted with the scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment, should never have corrected the error in 
which he must have found Solomon, ifhe knew 
that the dead know, enjoy and suffer according 
to the opinion which has been entertained in 
_ the church, 

3. ‘Neither have they any more a reward.” 
This member of the text seems to correct the 
almost universal opinion, that while men live in 
the world they are not rewarded for their con- 
duct, but that this reward comes afterthey die. 
The text supposes that.men are rewarded while 

. they live, for it asserts that after they die they 
have no more a reward; which implies that they 
have a reward, while they live, but none after- 
wards. 

That men are rewarded for their good and 
bad conduct while they live, is a truth, which 
both experience and observation very clearly 
demonstrate. It is true that by the force of 
error so obvious atruth has been generally dis- 
believed; and a sentiment which violates rea- 
son, experience, and observation, as well as 
the plainest declarations of scripture, has been 
maintained. 

Lost in the labyrinth of this error, many 
have looked at the wealthy wicked as a stand- 
ing proof that the sinner lives happily in the 
world. Yet no mistake can be greater. Was 
the wealthy, wicked Haman happy? Glorious 
in riches, surrounded with a multitude of child- 
ren, possessing the highest confidence of his 
sovereign, and supposing himself in the best 
graces of her majesty the Queen, was he hap- 
py? His own testimony was: ‘Yet all this a- 
vaileth me nothing.’ Look at yonder splendid 
seat. There are riches to overflowing, there 
is splendor that dazzles the beholder. But 
this wealth was wrenched, by fraud, from him 
who now wanders a mendicant in the streets, 
whose scanty pittance is received from the al- 
most weary hand of charity. Would you be 
that wealthy sinner? Would you be willing, 
for all he possesses, never to eat, never to 
drink the fruits of honest industry? "For all his 
wealth would you condemn yourself never to 
enjoy any thing in an honest way? Have you 
lost all appetite for the sweets of an approving 
conscience ? You are then fit for his society 
and to be wretched with him, 


Where is the individual, who is not as happy 
as he is virtuous, or who is not as miserable as 
he is vicious? Who will undertake to describe 
those virtues which are barren and unproduc- 
tive of enjoyment, in the present life; or that 
class of vices which do not, in this world, pro- 
duce wretchedness and misery? 

It seems to have been believed by Solomon, 
that if the dead could always be remembered 
by the living, they, in this respect, might be 
said to have some reward after the scenes of 
this life are closed; but, on general principles, 
the memory of the dead is forgotten; and there- 
fore they have no more a reward. 

In view of this subject, let us all be admon- 
ished so to keep death in view as to moder- 
ate our desires for this world’s good, and to 
chasten all our passions into subordination to 
a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of 
God, is an ornament of great price. H. B. 


The following article, from the pen of an old and 
esteemed friend, which originally appeared in the Na- 
tional Advocate, has been forwarded us for insertion 
in our columns. Weare sure it will be read with satis- 
faction by our numerous friends, all of whom must view 
with disgust the recent attempt of Judge Story to im- 
pair the civiland religious rights of a large portion of 
our citizens. It gives us pleasure to find the antiquated 
doctrines advanced before the U. S- Circuit Court, are 
received with such general dissatisfaction by our citi- 
zens, and view it as a pledge, that the enlightened and 
liberal part of community, will not tamely suffer their 
rights to be abolished or impaired, without an effort at 
self-defence.—Proy. Curist. TELESCOPE. 


FROM THE NATIONAL ADVOCATE, 


Mr. Editor,—A late decision at Philadelphia 
having called the public attention to the incom- 
petence, as a legal witness, of any one who dis- 
believes the doctrine of penal retribution in a 
future life, and as it is conceived that errone- 
ous views on that important subject are gain- 
ing ground, to which a paper near you is giv- 
ing currency, I therefore send you the follow 
ing remarks, soliciting your early pabisestion of 
them. 

By a full examination of the Constitutions of 
the United States and of the State of New- 
York, it will be seen that every citizen, of what- 
ever religion or of no religion, is perfectly eli- 
gible to every office, of whatever grade, from 
the highest to the lowest, and the oath of office 
in each of them is framed accordingly without 
mention or reference to a Deity, Bible, or any 
Creed. By the Constitution of the U. States, 
Art. 2, Sec. I, the oath of office for the Presi- 
dent is in these words; “I do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the 
office of President of the United States, and 
will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution of the U. States.” 
And by the Constitution of this State, Art. 6, all 
state officers, are to take the following oath; “I 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 
the Constitution of the U. States and theyGor 
stitution of the State of v-York, and tha 
will faithfully discharge the duties of the office 
of , according to the best of my ability.” 
And it is there added, that ‘‘no other oa - 
claration or test, shall be required as a qtialifi- 
cation for any office or public trust; nor ‘is 
there any disqualification licensed in either of 
these Constitutions, except for infamous crimes, 
to be defined by the Legislature. See Art. 2, 
Sec. 2, of our State Constitution. 

It hence appears, as above, mefitioned, that 
any citizen, whose general reputation, is "such 
as to procure him an election or appointment 
to any o of trust, is not, by his religious be- 
lief, disqualified, and that, when so elected or 


caosimed he is re called to take the quali- 
fying oath or affirmation; yet, by the exclusive — 
doctrine in question, he, though he be President | 
of the U. S. may be incompetent as a witness!!! __ 


A privation of an essential right and a grating 
degradation! 

This privation, how pure soever the intention 
may have been that so recenly brought it into 
use in our courts over the above recited enact- 
ments of the Constitution; will be found om a 
fair view of the subject, to be of peculiarly op- 
pressive application in this state, where the 
Universalist Societies and some of the Chris- 
tian believers, a numerous body in the whole, 
and as well reputed for moral integrity’ and 


veracity as other Christians in general, are its — 


victims. 

Our country is yet, in a considerable degree 
populated by emigrants, from every country, 
and of every opinion on religious subjects, an 


when naturalized they are indiscriminately "a 


vested with every right of freemen. And how- 
ever lamentable may be the consideration to or- 
thodox Christians, it is a fact that in every 
among us, from the deep read gentlemen, 
of whom fill with reputation important st 
through every gradation of society below 
those who question or disbelieve the impo} 
doctrines of Christianity are pretty numereus, 
as deplored from many a pulpit, yet the verae 
ty of these is as much relied on, even among 
those who best know their opinions, as is that’ 
of other citizens in general. And is it proper 
that all such, with those above mentioned, should 
suffer this opprobious disqualification ’by the 
late introduction among us here of a relique of 
darker ages from a Government of Church and 
State, when the wisdom of the assembled:sa 
who framed our free constitutions has 
different provisions? 
And will not some over excited victi 
this rule impute sectarian partiality andjip 
erance to the judiciary that introduced, and 
eventually, also, to the Legislature that perse-. 
veres in the indulgence of it? A Customer. 


Questions for Solution. 

Suppose I have a servant that will not do my 
work without the use of the whip; is it to him or 
to the whip I am indebted for his service? 
If it is the whip, can I be under any obligation 
to the servant?) In such a case, if I had to 
ward the meritorious, I would like to he infor 
ed whether I should reward the servant 
whip. If it should be answered that the,ge 
deserved no reward, I would ask how 
are restrained from vice, and k the 
duty by the terrors of a Hell, can been 
a reward in a future state, for performance 
extorted duty.—A: C. Laberalist:,. 


* DIED, 4 

“Died i in Springfield, Jan. 17th—Heni 
lou, only child of Rev. L. R. Paige, aged’2e 
days ‘Suffer little children to.come uni ome, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingd 
of God.” 

In Lansingburgh, N. Y. on the 14t 
Avery S. Lexanp, aged 27 years, for 
Fitchburgh, Mass. ‘The deceased wa : 
liever in “the final restoration of all m 
made a prayer a short time before his death an 
fervently petitioned his heavenly Father that Mi 
Willis, (his pastor,) might go on and prosp 
preaching the truth as heretofore. The pr 
life, and religious character of this young 


were truly irreproachable. His remains were” 


interred on, Tuesday last, with masonic honors, 
by his fellow craftsmen of Troy, Waterford and 
Lansingburgh.—Lans. Democrat, 


| 


